By degrees it became clear that while yeasts gave rise to fermentations, the product of this fermentation was not always the same, more than one ferment was involved, and the process sometimes ended in the production of alcohol, sometimes of lactic acid.
At the same time it was found that bacteria, in many cases, gave rise to decomposition, and then at last, but not till twelve years after the Queen's reign had commenced, it was discovered that bacteria were associated with splenic fever. Overcrowding, under-feeding, and absence of all sanitation was so much the order of the day that *2,000 cases of typhus were received annually into the London Fever Hospital?a disease which now has almost vanished from among us.
